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(57) Abstract 

Method for making navigation data available 
in a vehicle, in particular a road vehicle, whereby 
use is made of means (7) to determine the position 
of the vehicle (3) on the one hand, and whereby 
navigation data (5) are transmitted via a wireless 
connection to a telematics device (2) in the vehicle 
(3) on the other hand, characterised in that at least a 
number of navigational calculations are made in the 
telematics device (2) of the vehicle (3) itself, based 
on the navigation data (5) received via the wireless 
connection. 
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Method for making navigation data available in — a vehicle 

and navigation system applyi ng this method. 

The present invention concerns a method for making 
navigation data available in a vehicle, in particular a 
road vehicle, as well as a device, in particular a 
navigation and/or telematics system applying the above- 
mentioned method. 

At present, mainly two types of navigation systems for road 
vehicles are known. 

The first type makes use of what is called an "on-board' 
calculation system, whereby all the data are available on 
board of the vehicle and thus also all the calculations are 
made on board of the vehicle. All the data, i.e. all the 
road maps, are hereby situated on a carrier, usually a CD- 
ROM, in the vehicle. The calculations to determine the 
route to follow and to represent this on a display or such 
are all made inside the vehicle. 

The navigation system of this first type is disadvantageous 
in that the data on the CD-ROM are static and as a 
consequence become obsolete after a while. This implies 
that temporary changes in the traffic situation such as 
diversions and road works are not taken into account. 
Permanent changes, such as changed names of streets, 
hotels, restaurants and such, as well as newly laid roads 
are not taken into account either. 

Another disadvantage of such a navigation system is that it 
does not reckon in any way whatsoever with current traffic 
information. Thus, there is no interaction between the 
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route description on the one hand and the current situation 
which practically influences this route on the other hand . 

A second type of navigation system makes use of what is 
5 called an ** of f - board ' calculation system . This system 
makes use of a central " server 1 in which current data are 
stored, by which are meant both current road maps and 
current traffic information. Upon request, the "server 1 
will send a precalculated route to the vehicle in a 
10 wireless manner, for example via GSM/SMS, whereby the 
position of the vehicle is taken into account . 

This second type of navigation system is disadvantageous in 
that for every new calculation, for example when one 

15 deviates from the given route , one has to make a new 
connection with the " server ' , and in that the available 
band width is too small to provide for a continuous 
connection with the vehicle and to deliver the required 
information in no time ; further there is also the problem 

20 of the latency of SMS messages . 

Up to now, use is always exclusively made of either an "on- 
board ' calculation system or an "off -board' calculation 
system. Examples thereof are known from documents US 
25 4 . 954 . 958 , WO 96/113 80, EP 0 . 8 03 . 8 52 , US 5 . 54 3 . 789, FR 
2.762.906 and WO 95/21435. 

The invention aims a method for making navigation data 
available to a vehicle , as well as a new type of navigation 
30 system, whereby the above-mentioned disadvantages are 
excluded . 

To this end, the invention in the first place aims a method 
for making navigation data available to a vehicle, in 
35 particular a road vehicle, whereby use is made of means to 
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determine the position of the vehicle on the one hand, and 
whereby navigation data are transmitted via a wireless 
connection to a telematics device in the vehicle on the 
other hand, characterised in that at least a number of 
5 navigational calculations are made in the telematics device 
of the vehicle itself, based on the navigation data 
received via the wireless connection. 

As the navigation data are received in a wireless manner, 
10 it is always possible to obtain current data, and the 
disadvantages of static data are excluded. As the 

transmitted navigation data also contain information which 
allows for a calculation in the vehicle, one does not have 
to call on the "server* for every new calculation, as a 
15 result of which also the disadvantages of a conventional 
"off -board' calculation are excluded. 

According to a preferred embodiment of the method, at least 
the following steps will be provided for when determining :a 
20 route : 

sending a request for a route to a desired location, via 
a wireless connection between the telematics device of 
the vehicle and a device of a data provider or "server 1 ; 
25 - determination of a precalculated route by the data 
provider ; 

transmitting of the data of the precalculated route to 
the telematics device in the vehicle by the data 
provider and storage thereof in a memory in the 
30 telematics device; 

transmitting of contextual information related to the 
surrounding area of the precalculated route, also by the 
data provider, and storage thereof in a memory in the 
telematics device ; 
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sending signals to the telematics device which enable 
the driver of the vehicle to follow the precalculated 
route ; 

and, if desired or necessary, making additional 
navigational calculations on the basis of the stored 
contextual information by means of an algorithm. 

This method is advantageous in that the precalculated route 
and the contextual information can be calculated in a short 
time by a powerful arithmetic unit, whereas a less powerful 
arithmetic unit in the telematics device of the vehicle 
will do to carry out most of the necessary recalculations 
in the vehicle itself, such that one does not have to call 
on the "server ' again for this . 

The contextual information will be used for example to 
recalculate the route at the time the vehicle leaves the 
precalculated route . 

Practically, a certain quantity of contextual information 
is preferably transmitted, and when this contextual 
information is insufficient for the calculation concerned 
in the telematics device of the vehicle , additional or new 
contextual information will be automatically received in a 
wireless manner as of the data supplier. This makes it 
possible to obtain an advantageous compromise between the 
quantity of transmitted contextual information on the one 
hand, and the chance of additional contextual information 
being necessary on the other hand. 

According to another practical aspect , selected contextual 
information will be transmitted according to the invention, 
whereby it contains more details for those zones where the 
chance that the route will have to be recalculated is 
bigger than for the other zones. In particular, the 
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contextual information preferably contains at least more 
details about the starting point and the end point of the 
precalculated route, as well as more details regarding busy 
traffic points, whereas it contains less details regarding 
5 the intermediate parts of the route. In this manner, the 
information package to be transmitted can be kept 
relatively small. 

According to a variant of the invention, the calculation of 
10 the route to be followed can also be carried out entirely 
in the telematics device of the vehicle, whereby only 
navigation data are received from outside, hereafter also 
called "contextual information', which make it possible to 
calculate the route, whereas precalculated routes are no 
15 longer transmitted. In this case, the method is thus 
characterised in that navigation data are generated which 
allow for a calculation of routes as a function of the 
position of the vehicle and/or the required final 
destination and/or the transmitting beacon used, in that 
20 these navigation data are transmitted to the vehicle and in 
that the route to be followed is calculated in the 
telematics device of the vehicle. 

Hereby, the transmission of the navigation data, which in 
25 this case contain all the contextual information making it 
possible to make an entirely independent calculation of the 
route in the vehicle, can either take place following a 
request from a vehicle or automatically, either 
continuously or at certain intervals. The transmission can 
30 also take place at regular points in time, combined with 
the transmission following a request, in order to make it 
possible to also obtain information in between two points 
in time if necessary. 
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According to a special embodiment, the method is 
characterised in that several transmitting beacons are 
used, each with a restricted range, but together covering 
an entire area, and in that navigation data are transmitted 
regarding the immediate surrounding area of every 
transmitting beacon concerned, containing many details 
regarding the immediate surrounding area of the 
transmitting beacon concerned, whereas less details are 
transmitted with relation to the broader area. In this 
manner, it is possible to always obtain the most relevant 
information in the vehicle. The information regarding the 
broader area enables the telematics device in the vehicle 
to determine what main roads should be taken. The 
information regarding the immediate vicinity makes it 
possible to accurately calculate and represent the route in 
the surrounding area of the vehicle. As the vehicle moves 
and comes within reach of another transmitting beacon, it 
will receive new information which is then relevant for the 
zone concerned in which the vehicle is situated, such that 
a detailed route for the immediate surrounding area of the 
vehicle can be calculated any time. 



Both in the case where a precalculated route is transmitted 
via the wireless connection, together with contextual 
25 information, and in the case where only contextual 
information is transmitted without a precalculated route, 
the transmitted navigation data will preferably have the 
form of an algorithm. 



Although the method also offers advantages when only the 
current road network is taken into account, also current 
information such as traffic information, : weather 
information, etc. will preferably be taken into account. 
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For practical reasons, the navigation data to be 
transmitted in a wireless manner, in particular the above- 
mentioned algorithm, will preferably be compressed. The 
same goes for the vector data used. 

The above-mentioned navigation data I are preferably 
transmitted as a code which is executed in JAVA. 

It should be noted that, also in the case where navigation 
) data are created as a function of a request and are 
subsequently transmitted to the applicant in the form of a 
precalculated route, accompanied by the necessary 
contextual information, this method can be combined with an 
automatic update as a function of the position of the 
5 vehicle . 

The invention also concerns a device for providing 
navigation data to a vehicle, in particular a road vehicle, 
applying the above-mentioned method, characterised in that 

0 it mainly consists of a device to among others provide 
navigation data in a wireless manner, whereby this device 
is equipped with means which can generate and transmit 
contextual information which makes it possible to make 
navigational calculations in the vehicle itself; a 

5 telematics device which is present in the vehicle itself 
having at least means for the wireless reception of the 
above-mentioned navigation data, means for putting in data 
so as to ask for a route, means for the processing of 
navigation data having an arithmetic unit for calculating a 

0 reauested route on the basis of the above-mentioned 
contextual information, and means for representing the 
navigation data which are important to the driver; and 
means to determine the position of the vehicle working in 
conjunction with the telematics device. 
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According to the most preferred embodiment, whereby not all 
the calculations regarding the route are carried out inside 
the vehicle, the device for providing the navigation data 
in a wireless manner is also equipped with means which can 
5 precalculate a route, whereby not only contextual 
information, but also a precalculated route together with 
contextual information is transmitted to the vehicle. The 
arithmetic unit in the telematics device of the vehicle 
carrying out calculations on the basis of the contextual 
10 information is then only activated when additional 
calculations, complementary to the route which has been 
precalculated off -board, have to be carried out. 

In order to better explain the characteristics of the 
15 invention, the following preferred embodiments are 
described as an example only without being limitative in 
any way, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which : 

20 figure 1 represents a device according to the 

invention as a block diagram ; 

figure 2 schematically illustrates another method 
according to the invention. 

5 Figure 1 schematically represents a device 1 according to 
the invention, which consists of a telematics device 2 
provided in a vehicle 3 on the one hand, and of a device 4 
to provide navigation data 5 in a wireless manner, which is 
erected fixed, for example which is provided in a 
switchboard 6 and which is equipped with peripherals which 
are not represented, in particular transmitting and 
receiver units. Moreover, the device 1 also contains means 
7 to determine the position of the vehicle 3, which means 
co-operate with the telematics device 2. 
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The telematics device 2 contains means 8 for the wireless 
reception of the above-mentioned navigation data 5, means 9 
to input data so as to apply for a route, means 10 for 
processing the navigation data 5 and means 11 to represent 
the navigation data which are important to the driver, for 
example in the form of a street plan upon which is 
indicated where the vehicle 3 is situated and what road 
should be followed, either or not combined with audio 
signals, represented on a display. 

The invention is special in that the device 4 is equipped 
with means 12, in particular calculation means, which can 
generate contextual information which makes it possible for 
at least a number of navigational calculations to be 
carried out in the vehicle 3, in particular in the means 
10, on the basis of said contextual information. 

Apart from the conventional module 13, the means 10 also 
contain an arithmetic unit 14 for carrying out navigational 
calculations regarding the route to be followed 
independently on the basis of the above-mentioned 
contextual information which is contained in the 

transmitted navigation data 5 . 

Although it is not excluded according to the invention that 
information is exclusively transmitted to the arithmetic 
unit 14, and that all route calculations are made in this 
arithmetic unit 14, a precalculated route is preferably 
determined in the device 4 which is transmitted to the 
telematics device 2 together with the contextual 
information. To this end, the device 4 consequently also 
contains means 15 which can calculate such : a route 
beforehand as a function of a request signal 17 which is 
transmitted in a wireless manner via transmitting means 16. 
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The telematics device 2 also contains a unit 18 for 
processing traffic information, working in conjunction with 
the arithmetic unit 14, such that the route can be 
recalculated at any moment as a function of the traffic 
situation. In this unit 18 is preferably built in a filter 
unit which exclusively transmits the relevant information 
to the above-mentioned arithmetic unit 14 . 

The unit 18 is equipped with reception means 19 which make 
it possible to receive information 2 0 from a data provider 
21 of traffic information in a wireless manner. The latter 
also provides, as indicated by line 22, information to the 
device 4, such that when the precalculated route and the 
accompanying contextual information are generated, the most 
recent traffic information is taken into account as of that 
moment . 

To sum up, we could say that the device 4 functions as a 
~ navigation server', the arithmetic unit 14 functions as a 
^navigation agent', the means 18 function as a 'traffic 
agent' and the means 21 function as a 'traffic server'. 

It should be noted that the different calculation means, 
units. etc., must not necessarily be made as separate 
parts. They may also be integrated as a whole in one or 
several electronic circuits. 

It should also be noted that the wireless connections must 
not necessarily all follow separate channels, but that one 
and the same transmitter channel can be used to this end, 
for example via GSM. 

The above-mentioned means 7 can be of any nature 
whatsoever. They preferably consist of a GPS (Global 
Positioning System) . Naturally, also other systems can be 
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used to determine the position of the vehicle 3, whereby 
use is made for example of fixed transmitting beacons, such 
as GSM masts, and of trigonometrical calculations, or 
whereby use is made of gyroscopes, direction detectors, 
5 speedometers, etc., or a combination of several of these 
possibilities . 

The working of the device 1 is as follows. 

10 When the navigation system is used, the driver of the 
vehicle 3 formulates a request for a specific route via the 
means 9, for example by putting in the destination. The 
point of departure is automatically known through the 
positioning of the vehicle 3 with the means 7. 

15 

The above-mentioned request is transmitted in a wireless 
manner to the device 4 . In this device 4 is calculated a 
route by the means 15. The means 12 hereby generate 
relevant contextual information which preferably contains 
20 many details regarding the point of departure and the 
destination of the precalculated route, as well as busy 
traffic points, but which contains relatively few details 
regarding the intermediate parts of the route. 

25 When determining the precalculated route and the contextual 
information, the most recent traffic information coming 
from the data supplier 21 is simultaneously taken into 
account . 

30 This information is transmitted to the telematics device 2 
in the form of navigation data 5 and it is stored in a 
memory. The precalculated route is appropriately 

transformed via the module 13 into a signal which can be 
supplied to the means 11, preferably on a display. 

35 
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Via the means 7 , the position of the vehicle 3 is 
permanently calculated. The module 13 makes sure that a 
comparison is made in the known manner between the current 
position and the precalculated route. As soon as this 
5 route is deviated from, and a recalculation has to be made , 
use is made to this end according to the invention of the 
arithmetic unit 14 which makes it possible to make a 
recalculation on the basis of the contextual information 
which has been received beforehand without having to imply 
10 the device 4 again . Only in the case when the contextual 
information is insufficient , a request can be sent to the 
device 4 to transmit additional contextual information. 

It is clear that , as the device 4 does not have to be 
15 implied for every calculation, the disadvantages mentioned 
in the introduction are excluded. 

Via the unit 18 , the contextual information in the 
arithmetic unit 14 can be adjusted as a function of the 

20 most recent traffic information. This traffic information 
can be asked for either regularly, or it can be received 
automatically and be updated every time new information is 
distributed in a wireless manner. The filter unit, which 
is integrated in the unit 18 as mentioned above, only 

25 retains information which is relevant. 

As already mentioned in the introduction, the contextual 
information will not be formulated as a result of a request 
according to a variant, but it will be permanently 
30 distributed, whereby new information is automatically 
received by the telematics device 2 as a function of the 
range of transmission in which the vehicle 3 is situated. 
This is schematically represented in figure 2. 
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When the vehicle 3 is situated within the range of 
transmission 23, it will receive contextual information 
from the mast 24, with many details regarding the zone 25 
and few details regarding the larger zone 26. When a route 

5 calculation from A to B is required, the little information 
regarding zone 26 makes it possible to determine the main 
roads, whereas the detailed information regarding the zone 
2 5 makes it possible to obtain information and to make a 
calculation regarding the immediate surrounding area of the 

10 vehicle 3 . 

As the vehicle 3 moves and enters another range of 
transmission 27, new detailed information regarding the 
zone 28 is received. In this manner, information is always 
15 available to determine a route in a sound manner. 

The transmission ranges 23 and 27 may for example be 
transmission ranges of GSM masts, whereas the zones 25 and 
28 practically coincide with them. The larger zone 26 may 
20 for example consist of a larger radius around one of the 
masts 24, or it may for example be the surface of a country 
or several countries. 

The present invention is by no means limited to the above - 
25 described embodiments represented in the accompanying 
drawings; on the contrary, such a method and device can be 
made in all sorts of variants while still remaining within 
the scope of the invention. 
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Claims . 

1 . Method for making navigation data available in a 
vehicle, in particular a road vehicle, whereby use is made 
of means (7) to determine the position of the vehicle (3) 
on the one hand, and whereby navigation data (5) are 
transmitted via a wireless connection to a telematics 
device (2 ) in the vehicle ( 3 ) on the other hand, 
characterised in that at least a number of navigational 
calculations are made in the telematics device (2) of the 
vehicle (3) itself, based on the navigation data (5) 
received via the wireless connection. 

2. Method according to claim 1, characterised in that, when 
determining a route, at least the following steps are 
provided for: 

sending a request for a route to a desired location, via 
a wireless connection between the telematics device (2) 
of the vehicle (3) and a device (4) of a data provider 
(21) ; 

determination of a precalculated route by the data 
provider; 

transmitting of the data of the precalculated route to 
the telematics device (2) in the vehicle (3) by the data 
provider and storage thereof in a memory in the 
telematics device (2) ; 

transmitting of contextual information related to the 
surrounding area of the precalculated route, also by the 
data provider, and storage thereof in a memory in the 
telematics device (2) ; 
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sending signals to the telematics device (2) which 
enable the driver of the vehicle (3) to follow the 
precalcuiated route ; 

and, if desired or necessary, making additional 
5 navigational calculations on the basis of the stored 

contextual information in the telematics device (2) 
itself . 

3. Method according to claim 2, characterised in that the 
10 contextual information is used to recalculate the route on 

the moment when the vehicle (3) leaves the precalcuiated 
route . 

4. Method according to claim 2 or 3 , characterised in that 
15 a certain quantity of contextual information is 

transmitted, and when this contextual information is 
insufficient for the calculation concerned in the 
telematics device (2) of the vehicle (3), additional or new 
contextual information will be automatically received in: a 
20 wireless manner. 

5. Method according to claim 1, characterised in that 
navigation data (5), in particular contextual information, 
are generated which allow for a calculation of routes as a 

25 function of the position of the vehicle (3) and/or the 
final destination of the required route and/or the 
transmitting beacon used, in that these navigation data (5) 
are transmitted to the vehicle (3) and in that the route to 
be followed is calculated in the telematics device (2) of 

30 the vehicle (3) . 

6. Method according to claim 5, characterised in : that the 
transmission takes place at regular points in time, either 
or not combined with transmissions following a request from 

35 the telematics device (2) of the vehicle (3) . 
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7. Method according ■ to claim 5 or 6, characterised in that 
several transmitting beacons are used, each with a 
restricted range, but together covering an entire area, and 

5 in that navigation data ( 5 ) are transmitted regarding the 
immediate surrounding area of every transmitting beacon 
concerned, containing many details of the immediate 
surrounding area of the transmitting beacon concerned, 
whereas less details are transmitted with relation to the 
10 broader area . 

8. Method according to any of claims 2 to 7, characterised 
in that selected contextual information is transmitted 
according to the invention, whereby it contains more 

15 details for those zones where the chance that the route 
will have to be recalculated is greater than for the other 
zones . 

9. Method according to claim 8, characterised in that the 
20 contextual information contains at least more details about 

the starting point and end point of the precalculated 
route, as well as more details regarding busy traffic 
points, whereas it contains less details regarding the 
intermediate parts of the route. 

25 

10. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
characterised in that the navigation data (5) which are 
obtained via the wireless connection and which make it 
possible to carry out the above-mentioned navigational 

30 calculations in the telematics device ( 2 ) in the vehicle 
(3), in particular the above-mentioned contextual 
information, are transmitted in the form of an algorithm . 
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11. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
characterised in that current information is taken into 
account . 

5 12. Method according to claim 11, characterised in that the 
current traffic information is at least implied in the 
calculation of the navigation data (5) which have to make 
it possible to carry out navigational calculations in the 
vehicle (3) itself, and is in particular implied in the 

10 determination of the above-mentioned contextual 

information . 

13. Method according to claim 11 or 12, characterised in 
that the current traffic information is transmitted 

15 directly to the telematics device (2) in the vehicle (3), 
whereby this telematics device (2) recalculates the route 
to be followed as a function thereof. 

14. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
20 characterised in that the above-mentioned navigation data 

(5) , in particular the above-mentioned algorithm, are 
compressed . 

15. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
25 characterised in that the vector data of the above- 
mentioned navigation data (5) are compressed. 

16. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
characterised in that the above-mentioned navigation data 

30 (5) are transmitted as a code executed in JAVA. 

17. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
characterised in that the navigation data (5) which make it 
possible to make a calculation on board of the vehicle (3) 
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are automatically regularly updated as a function of the 
position of the vehicle (3) . 

18 . Device for providing navigation data to a vehicle , in 
5 particular a road vehicle , applying the method according to 
any of the preceding claims , characterised in that it 
mainly consists of a device (4) for among others providing 
navigation data (5) in a wireless manner, whereby this 
device (4 ) is equipped with means ( 12 ) which can generate 

10 and transmit contextual information, which makes it 
possible to make navigational calculations in the vehicle 
(3) itself; a telematics device (2) which is present in the 
vehicle (3) having at least means (8) for the wireless 
reception of the above-mentioned navigation data (5), means 

15 ( 9 ) for putting in data so as to ask for a route , means 
(10 ) for the processing of navigation data ( 5 ) having an 
arithmetic unit (14) for calculating or recalculating a 
requested route on the basis of the above-mentioned 
contextual information , and means ( 11 ) for representing the 

20 navigation data which are important to the driver; and 
means ( 7 ) to determine the position of the vehicle ( 3 ) 
which work in conj unction with the telematics device ( 2 ) or 
which are part thereof. 

25 19 . Device according to claim 18 , characterised in that the 
device (4) for making the navigation data (5) available in 
a wireless manner contains means ( 15 ) which can calculate a 
route beforehand, so as to transmit the precalculated route 
together with contextual information to the vehicle (3). 

30 

20. Device according to claim 18 or 19, characterised in 
that the means (10) for processing the navigation' data (5) 
also have a unit ( 18 ) for processing traffic information, 
whereby this unit (18) works in conjunction with the above - 
35 mentioned arithmetic unit (14) . 
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21. Device according to claim 20, characterised in that it 
contains means (21) for transmitting traffic information, 
and in that the above-mentioned unit (18) for processing 
the traffic information contains at least a filter unit 
which exclusively transmits 
above-mentioned arithmetic unit (14) 



the relevant 'information to the 



22. Device according to any of claims 18 to 21, 
10 characterised in that the means for determining the 
position of the vehicle (3) consist of a GPS. 
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